SPEAKERS
3rd - Colin (Communion)
10th - John
17th - Steve (Communion)
24th - Tim
31st - Heather
Sunday Services are happening in the
church. To book in email
booking@manormissionchurch.org.uk or
phone 01268 727681.

ONLINE SERVICES
To watch from home use these links and
to watch afterwards visit our online hub.
In person and online
Sunday 10am Service (recorded)
Stream on our website/apps www.manormissionchurch.org.uk/media
Online only
Monday 10am-12 Coffee Pot
https://zoom.us/j/466823239

Tuesday 8pm Bible Study (recorded)
https://zoom.us/j/374335724

GET IN TOUCH
Manor Road, Laindon, SS15 6PA
Email: manormission@aol.com
Website: www.manormissionchurch.org.uk
Facebook/Instagram:
@manormissionchurch
Prayer Chain: 07736 195152

KNOWING GOD, SHOWING GOD,
MAKING GOD KNOWN.

Sunday 7pm Prayer Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/645605703
In person (Restrictions dependent)
Thursday 8pm Xplore youth group.
We also have Android and Apple Apps
where you can watch the services and
the recordings of the Bible Study and
Steve's Thoughts.

January
2021
GOD IS OUR SAFE PLACE AND
OUR STRENGTH.
PSALM 46:1 NLV

BUILDING FUND
Thanks to everyone's
donations we're now up to
£78317.
We've just received a
partial concept from the
architect which we'll
consult on shortly.

NOTICES
16th January
New Year's Party
Whilst, we're unable to have a New Year
Party like normally, we'll be hosting some
games on Zoom from 8-9.30pm.
If you wish to take part please email
Heather to get the meeting link.
The Fun Walk
You may remember that back in the
Summer the trustees took part in the Fun
Walk organised locally. We've now
received the additional 'top up' from the
charity which is an additional £552. This
brings the total for the event to
£2393.25. Thank you for everyone's
generosity in raising this money.

Happy New Year - John
Happy New Year!
We always say that don’t we: Happy New
Year. And I really do wish you all an
excellent 2021. Of course, many people
have said that it won’t take much for it to
be better than 2020! We are told that Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness is in the
United States Declaration of
Independence. “We hold these truths to be
self-evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights,
that among these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness.” However, “happiness”
to the writers of those words didn’t mean
exactly what it means today. And, as Steve
reminds us: “happiness depends on
happenings”…. and happenings we can’t
control. Last year, 2020, was filled with
many bad happenings the world over, and
there was little or nothing we could do
about it. Pursuing happiness in the modern
sense can be like chasing a running hare
that’s always just too fast to catch, or
following a will-o'-the-wisp that’s actually
leading us into trouble. I think of how I can
feel quite unhappy when I mess up in a golf
tournament! As Christians we should
probably be aiming higher than just a
happy new year.

Whatever 2021 brings, we should remember
that Jesus said: “I have said these things to
you, that in me you may have peace. In the
world you will have tribulation. But take
heart; I have overcome the world.” (John
16:33, ESV.)“… in me you may have peace”.
We can always have the peace of Jesus,
whatever our circumstances, even as we
have tribulation in the new year.
So, in the New Year, after all the Christmas
eating, if we find that we hunger for
spiritual nourishment, we can remember
that Jesus is the bread of life: ”I am the
bread of life” (John 6:35, 41, 48, 51). If we
despair, and just cannot find the right way
forward, then we can remember that Jesus
said “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12;
9:5). Can’t see which way to go in 2021?
Ask Jesus to shine His light into your life.
Perhaps in the months to come we’ll just
need to be reassured, held and comforted?
Then we can remember that Jesus provides
us comfort and protection as our good
shepherd (“I am the good shepherd” (John
10:11, 14); a shepherd who will protect His
flock (that’s us!) even at the cost of His own
death. A “happy”, joyous and peaceful New
Year to you all! “May the God of hope fill
you with all joy and peace as you trust in
him, so that you may overflow with hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13
(NIV).

